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To his Highne(s the-Lord ProteQor, 
IF7r and the Pa: trament of Engiand, &c, _ 


Mortal Gods, 27S 7 F { /Z | 


T He Ecernal Being, wirhour which nothing can he, 
hath made «f one bl12od all nations of men A X.+7 26, 
- Men are the «ff ,pring of G:d, wv 29 and madt in his own 
imaze, Gen. 1. 23. and cheretore God (ad unto our fi. 
thers ſoon after the loud , W59ſo ſh 4derh man: blood, by 
man ſhalt hu blood be ſh:4,Gen.g 6. Yea,(t xcept in ſome 
ſpecial caſes) bloud muſt be ſhed for the bloud of a 
thief : for be ſh-u!d have livel to make fu! reſt itattin, Bxo. 
22.4. And there{ore you ought to be more tender of. a 
mans life, then of matter of eitare : and a: things what- 
ſeever ye would that men ſhiu'd dotoy'u, ye ſhauld ao even [0 
 gothem, Mit.7.1:. And 1 have fo much charity to « 
..--wards you, to hop? that youare not void of all huma- 
* - nity, but have ſome naturalaff: jon; ſo that if any of 
. your chiliren or neer relations through poverty ſhould 
fall ro ſteal , and, happen to be hanged for the yalue of 
134. ob (or prel+'d to death for not ipsaking) ic would 
touch yeu to the quick. And think you chat other mens 
childien and retacons are not as dear and-precious ro 
them, 2s yours arcto you? Aad this 1 ſay, nor thar 1 
allow of theft. nor do { knyv.any of my relations guil- 
 {ythereof 3 butonly th: unto you the nnnaturaineſs 
©, of che.ac and fact If pucrring men to death for ſimple 
> Theft , that ſo you may b= thorowly ſenſible and lor- 
* row:vl, atd you beerts m1y be made better, Eccl.7.3, You 


<a 
- 


© know t's common thing © 2rraign men for ſtealing 
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 Harlcs; a man is hang'd orginarily for a Mare:for your 

Law values not a man moreghen a borfe-; Is nor this a 

- bratifheſtimation, Oye Hegds of Great Britain? 
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— and paſſed ſome Ads for tranſporting Corn and Cartel 


out of the Þ and, arid againſt Charts Stwars's,8&c, bur (as 


I humbly conceive have left undone. matters of greater 


concernmentg amongl( which, the not curbing ris ye 
ver-much jaſtice in hanging men for Stealing. 1s one g 
the not ſuppreſſing the Prefling of men to dearh for nor 
anſwering 2g:inft chemſelves, is anorber : And what 
think you or :1king away a mans life upon a ſingle reſtt- 
mony ,(<{peci ſly being for ſuch ſmall matrers)can you 
juſtifie the ſame before the great Law-giver, whois a- 
ble ro ſive and to deſtroy 4 If you cinnot, then be as 
Ciligenr co make a thorow Reformation ,as I have been 
tn importunare Solficitarion. | 

Wot yenct alſo, that ir is a general grievance and open 
diſgrace to theNation,thatthePublickdebes are yer un» 
paid,alchough you are deeply engaged by 4r:.39.of this 
preſent Government 2 Ye know-che Laws are ex*2cuted 
with great ſeverity againſt Pick-pockers, petty thieves, 
and filent malefacors, who are preſs'd to death for hali- 
ding their rongues,and are taken pro confeſſe;: But judg in 
your ſelves, Whether are che greater finners,choſe who 
* ſteal for meer neceſfity,to ſupply their preſent wants,or 
{uch as defraud rhe old foldier of his Pay,& che laborer 
of his hire, and borrow money and not pay again, but 
engage fiith and promiſe upon it,give Nebenters, Bills 
and Bonds for it, and eſtablifh Securiries to fatisfie ir, 
and afterwards by force or fraud take it, or ſuffer it to 
be taken away again z and yet again binde themſelvs by 
a ſolemn Oath, as in the preſence of God, that the Se- 
cutities given ſhall remain firm and good , and nor be 
made void or invalid upon any pretence whatſoever g 
and afterwards neither regard debts nordebcors, bur fut- 
fer many of them co periſh, while juſtice is bought and 
ſold, and cometh by a drop at atime, and doch notre 
 aown 


(3) 
down as it ought /iks 4 mighty ſremm : And by wr ring and 
tying, and killing and ſtealing, an4 committing aiu try , me 
break out, and b1o0d trucheth blood, And for theſe 1/1ngs dorh 
the tan1 morn, Hol. 42,3. 

In the land of Iſrael there was {pecial proviſion made 
for the poor,the fatherlefs and the widow, yea, the y=ry 
ſtranger was not to be forgorten in tharland : ſo that 
Thefc was much more to b2 puniſhzd than now, fich the 
Thieves then were not driven to luch ftrairs an cala* 
mities 45 many now have been..and are (till here in &ng- 
| land, (under ſuch rude Forms of Government) by caſu- 
alties, as imporency of body,lols of eſtarcs,bad debts, 
like the Publick faith and Arreres of ſouldiers, ſo much 
undervalued,as it the High & MighcyStates of Exzland 
were broken. And God then gave freeliberty amongſt 
the Jews, for a man to eat his fill of his neighbours 
field, vineyard,or oliveyard : but by the ruſtical law of 
England, men arreſt men as treſpi/[:rs for coming upon 
their ground , and obtain Judgemeats agaiatrhem for 
Coſts, although there is no damage. Such practices as 
theſe diſquier the Land, crene combuttio 15,bring con- 
fuſions, and procure work for a ſort of V+!lains called 
Catrchpoles,and employ a company of laſciyious Lub- 
bers, I mean che lying-Lawyers, whoſe heads are full of 
miſchief, and their pens dipt in gall and wormwood ; 


their rongues are 48 ſhirp arrows, their teeth as { vords 


and ſpears, and their throats open ſegulehries,co dzvour 
and {wall»w-yp the poor and needy. from am 33g men; 
Theſe are like a {weeping rain to (hz po3or , nat leaving 
them a ſhilling co be a ſhield of defence, nora peny in 
their, pock:c, co encounter with theiregemy Hunger-: 
and ſo the poor mens noles are held :o/the Gttadſtene, 
and their, faces ground. away , as.may-be leen, by their 
' COuntenances : and the Poor 's poyerty canes to he 
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(4) Pr = 
their abſolute Jeftrudion, and {warms of beggepwi 
 thieveFingendered inthe Common wealth by Peel 
rians : andthe poor mans Suit cannot goon currants 
wi:hout money, though his. Cuſe be never ſo juſty Bar 
I ſuppole » Lawyer may eafily be gor to ſpeak twenry 
Ives »gainfſt him for 105. and cloak his lyes with'pre-. 
t-rc*5s of (lyems informarions. | Theſe things mmgy 
eafily be retormed by you,if ye will,O ye men.ot Wh * 
CEeATce, | | fs}! 
And becauſe you are thePatrons of Englands Statrures 
and have power to redreſs che Grievances which®d 
your Law cannot be redrefſed 'wichout you; | hav# 
lenfed you with theſe lines printed in red letters 
cruſe, crhoogh Tophet #& prepared of vid for K'ngs; btcaute | 
of cheir ctying crimes; yet Parliameners fins are finsred * 
as {carlet,of a deep and dowubledye q and theymbiſt be 
accountable to him-by' whom rheitLegiſl ztive power is ? 
limited.- Repent-therefore, O Parliament of . Englans, ? 
and be not” as your predeceffors the former Parliae : 
ments. Parliaments have been Pillars of Poper#,Pans * 
ders rothe Whore of Babylon, zbominable Idol 
propagarors of Adultery and Covetoulnelsin the 
ie-:; Parliaments have been Murderers of Saints'dr 
ners z Parliaments have'dore xd widon*thert 
denying Ordinances, been puff d up wich-pride; tytans ' 
nous cowards their inferigars,, fl:viſh eo. their Juperi- 
ours, fubmitting to force 2gainſt-treedomy. ultigpub-:: 
like fraud and private fl trery, to the deftriftionror rhe . 
p:opl-e. Therefore whatſoever beaure: bu ders they | 
bound, and grievore-ts be born, you muſt unbiride, look 
ing che binds of wickedne(s , uncotdg the hi avy bur- | 
dens, and Iceting ihe oppreſſed go Free , 'ang breaking . 
every yoke, fo muchas cre-piaing foth of hghog 
or ſpeaking vanity, 2 3: mn. 
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